Mr. Jai Alai

with Todd Sorensen

he wrath of hurricane

Charley left many in

Florida in its wake, in-
cluding the Jai-Alai industry.
The Orlando Jai-Alai fronton
was devastated by the storm,
leaving the building’s roof
with a gaping hole above the
playing court and auditorium.
The fronton sustained serious damage in the storm, in-
cluding to the scoreboard and the playing surface itself.
Structural engineers have surveyed the damage and
come up with a plan for repair. Hurricane Charley was
allegedly destined to hit the Tampa Bay area before a
last minute turn spun it towards the Punta Gorda area
and eventually to Orlando. The Orlando region didn't
experience the 145 mile per hour sustained winds they
did in Punta Gorda, but Charley was still fierce when
it hit the fronton located in Fern Park.

Orlando Jai-Alai officials have currently re-opened
the simulcast area with the blessing of the fire marshal.
That side of the building didn’t receive any visual
structural damage, and the engineers have assured its
safety for the public.

But the live Jai-Alai season is another matter en-
tirely. Slated to start play on December 2nd Orlando
Jai-Alai officials hope to do just that. Right now.they
are optimistic that they will be ready to go some time
in November, and at this point in time everyone hopes
that will be possible. It would be quite a rebuilding
effort to have the facility ready to go by that time. First
on the agenda will probably be the roof. Thankfully
for them the underlying structure remained mostly in-
tact, but there’s a hole that seems to be almost 30 feet
by 30 feet. Then will come the scoreboard and the
wiring that goes with it. Orlando officials say it was
destroyed by Charley.

And, finally the Orlando Jai-Alai cancha, or court.
If there is damage to the side wall, which at this time
there appears not o be, it will take some good masonry
to get it ready to go. The wood that covers the outside
ten feet of the court was ruined by flooding and must
be replaced. Then everything needs to be resurfaced
and prepped for the upcoming professional season.

After the storm Orlando Jai-Alai showed it's com-
mitment to the community. In an area hard hit by
Charley Orlando Jai-Alai owner Hort Soper quickly
let county health, power, and fire officials convert
the fronton parking lot into a local staging ground
for operations. This allowed local officials to better
coordinate efforts to restore power and ensure public
safety, as well as kick start the clean up efforts. Only
after doing what he could to help area residents, did
Mr. Soper tumn his sights to his own facility, which at
this time is believed to have been hit by a tornado dur-
ing the hurricanc.

by Todd Sorensen

Zen bends his knees to get some power into this rebote,
which is a ball that has bounced off the back wall.
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A storm like Hurricane Charley only comes along
every once in a very long while. Here’s to hoping that
Orlando Jai-Alai does open it's 2004-05 Winter season
on December 2nd.

DANIA JAI ALAI

Zen Calls it a Career
Intensity. Ask anyone in the Jai-Alai industry about
Asier Cenarruzabeitia, who from now on we'll call Zen,

understandably. That is one word that will come out of
their mouths. Zen, one of the top Jai-Alai players in the
world has decided to call it quits at the end of October.
The two-time Triple Crown winner plays the game
with fervor. In a day and age in sports where the in-
tensity of an athlete is usually tied to how much they
flap their upper lip, it's refreshing to see a guy like Zen
who does it in so many other ways.
(Continued on page 6)









