By Todd Sorensen

ighting for a job has
never been unfamiliar
territory for Scott Klier,

aka Scotty. Facing the tough-
est time of his 8 year profes-
sional career, Scotty has started
3 rounding back into form after
coming back from a devastating shoulder injury.

Sidelined for six months after reconstructive surgery,
Seotty was originally injured scrambling to make a play.
Off balance and swinging his body around rapidly he in-
stinctively put his left hand on the granite side wall of the
court, which turned out to be a major no-no.

“As 1 swung through to throw I ended up putting my
left hand on the wall,” said Scotty, a 27 year old native
of Plantation, Florida. “With the weight of my body, the
momentum completely tore my shoulder. I looked down
and thought Holy Cow, my shoulder s sitting in my lap.”

A previous separation in the same shoulder probably
helped cause the injury, but also complicated it. The
medical diagnosis was a completely torn anterior labrum
that would take a re-attachment and some work to sur-
rounding ligaments and tendons. The surgery was meant
to fix the torn ligaments, but to also fortify the shoulder
area to help prevent a reoccurrence.

The road back would entail at least six to nine months
of physical therapy. And that was before Scotty could
compete again. He reacted by getting back to basics and
rekindling some of the desire that lead him to be a profes-
sional Jai-Alai player in the first place

“I just dug in and busted my hump in physical therapy
and the gym,” said Scotty, who plays at Dania Jai-Alai as
#34.“1 knew that a bum shoulder is the last thing a Jai-
Alai player needs, and at the same time I was determined
to make it back stronger than ['ve ever been.”

Scotty’s hard work paid off. Six months later he was
ready (o return to the active roster, with fifteen extra

Scotty Battles
Back into Shape

pounds of sculpted muscle on his frame. But playing
against some of the top talent in the world, Scotty quickly
had a sctback. The demanding schiedule soon fired up a
nasty little case of tendonitis that put him back on the
shelf for six weeks.

“Practice, weight lifting, running, physical therapy,
nothing really gets you ready for the level of competi-
tion you have to deal with playing at Dania Jai-Alai,”
said Scotty. “You think you are ready, but my body just
couldn’t deal with the abuse. I was upset and disappoint-
ed with the whole tendonitis thing.”

So, 2 month and a half later Scotty once again strapped
on the cesta and came off the injured reserve. Not to be
stopped this time, he poised himself for an uphill battle,
now with eight months of rust built up on his game.

And, Scotty started off slowly when he came back. If his
game was a finely tuned sports car, it was missing the pol-
ished wax. Scotty’s serve was errant, his timing one click
off, and his body readjusting to the grind of being a profes-
sional athlete. But, being
one of only a handful of
American players who've
excelled in the sport, Scotty
had faced adversity many
times during his career.

“Nobody out there is
going to give you anything
I don’t care who you are,
The only way to win in
this game is to want it more
than your opponent,” said
Scotty, who tumed a job
as a ballboy at the Dania
fronton into a professional
career. “A ‘lucky bounce
cvery now and then doesn’t
hurt, either.”

And in this sport of
professional Jai-Alai, per-
sistence pays off. Scotty

SCOTTY. Far right:
SETTING UP FOR THROW.

has rebounded to respectable level of play, scoring a .113
win percentage and a .373% in the money in the month
preceding this article. Once seen as one of the top young
stars in the sport, Scotty sees the road ahead filled with as
many bumps as he’s experienced on the way.

“Playing at Dania Jai-Alai is an honor, because this is
where the top talent in the world plays,” said Scotty. “Ev-
ery year there is someone new on the scene that wants to
take my spot. I look forward to giving them the fight of
their life for quite a few more vears.”

What's going on in the sport of Jai-Alai

The Miami Jai-Alai season is about one month into
the books, and former Milford Jai-Alai star Wayne has
started the season on a tear. Acquired by Miami Jai-Alai
in early 2002 from the now defunct Connecticut facility,
Wayne has finally reached his plateau at the top of the
Miami late games.







